Critical Care Handbook of the Massachusetts
General Hosptial. Ed L. Bigatello. Lippincott Williams & Williams, Suite 303, 55 Mountain Street, Braodway, NSW 2007; US$59.95; 130×205 mm; pp. 728 ; ISBN 978-0-781-79566-1. This is the fifth edition of a pocket intensive care manual from a multidisciplinary group at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School. The book is aimed at trainees and practitioners in intensive care and presents, in outline form, a physiological approach to common intensive care issues.
There are 44 chapters (including new chapters on disaster preparedness, quality improvement, nonantibiotic therapies for sepsis, and use of ultrasound in the intensive care unit), and a useful appendix concerning common intensive care unit drugs. The book is 700 pages -a reduction from the well-received fourth edition. There are 16 chapters covering general principles of critical care management and then 28 chapters on specific issues. All information is delivered in a easy-to-read note format and there are many tables, charts and diagrams. Where relevant, clinical images are included and these are wellreproduced. A reference list is provided at the end of each chapter citing references from primary literature and textbooks.
The Handbook is one of many works of comparable price and size. I think this is one of the better handbooks available as it is well presented, contains a wealth of information, is genuinely portable and there is a consistency of approach which derives from its origin in a single institution. However, it is clearly a text aimed at the US audience. Some of the terminology may be unfamiliar, and some of the information may not be relevant or even incorrect in an Australian or New Zealand context. The editors are clearly striving to make it a relevant and dynamic text, judging by the frequent revisions and the inclusion of the new material. I wonder how many trainees in intensive care today actually carry round a handbook? This would be a very useful download for a personal digital assistant or the current capacity of a mobile phone.
D This is the fifth edition of Dr Datta's popular handbook. After four editions, this single-author work is now co-authored by two associate professors from the same institution as Datta. This is presumably mainly for reasons of succession planning. The benefits of a single-author book do not seem to have been lost in this transition. This is a great little book. It contains 19 chapters, including maternal and foetal physiology and pharmacology, labour analgesia, foetal monitoring, anaesthesia for obstetric and non-obstetric procedures, neonatal resuscitation, high-risk pregnancy, in vitro fertilisation and maternal morbidity and mortality. New additions are three
